INLAND COUNTIES
LEGAL SERVICES

SAMPLE SCRIPT - GUARDIANSHIP OF THE PERSON
1. Introduction of yourselves to the client

2. Introduction of attorney/client privilege and confirmation of any parties present
either retaining privilege or confirmation that the client is aware that parties they
have present may compromise privilege.

3. Brief summary of what guardianship is:

This is for an adult who is not the parent of the child who seeks a court order for legal
custody of a minor child. Occasionally a litigant will ask for information or assistance
with “Guardianship” when they are seeking custody orders. If it is their own child, they
need help with Paternity or Petition for Custody and Support. REVIEW GC-248

4. Ask the client some guided questions about how the child(ren) came into their
care (taking into account the information that you already have been provided).

5. Do the parents’ consent?

6. Isthis a short-term, temporary arrangement? With parental consent, either a
power of attorney for a minor child or a caregiver’s authorization affidavit may be
used. These can be used separately or together, but work best together because
broader consent to medical treatment is possible with the power of attorney for a
minor child.

7. Is there Child Protective Services involvement?

a. Ifyes, is there a court case?

b. If a dependency action has been filed, PAUSE. If the caller explains that
Child Protective Services referred him or her or that CPS told them to file a
Guardianship Petition, we can proceed.

c. Ask where the child is living now:

i. The case must be filed where the child resides
ii. If the child was recently removed from or arrived at the proposed
guardian’s home, emergency jurisdiction may be necessary.
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8. Ask if there will be a Co-Guardian If so, they will need an additional form GC-212.

9. Ask if the person filing the Petition for Guardianship has the following
information:
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Name and address of both parents and grandparents.
Child’s date of birth.
If they have American Indian ancestry, do they have registry information?
Address(es) where the child has lived for 5 years.
If one or both parents are deceased, or the minor has funds in a blocked
account, the petitioner should obtain advice regarding filing a Petition for
Guardianship of the Person and the Estate. For a large estate — the
litigant should be referred to private counsel prior to making an
appointment.
Obtain sufficient facts to support why the minor should be in the
guardian's care — this information will be used in the declaration. Facts
can include:
i. A brief statement of the current situation.

ii. How long has the child been living with you?

iii. Why the parent(s) are unable to care for the child now

iv.  Why you should be appointed Guardian?

v. Your relationship with the child.
vi. Your ability to provide for the child’s physical/emotional needs.
vii. Your ability to maintain a suitable environment for the child
viii. Why you are the best person to care for the child

Client will need 2-3 non-related personal references.
The children’s school information
The children’s doctor’s information.

Important Notes:

Request to Waive Court Fees (FW-001) GC

Section 5 — it is necessary to indicate that the minor is “not employed”.

NOTE: The fee waiver is based on household gross monthly income. A "household"
includes anyone who supports the minor and whom the minor supports. The
guardian’s income is not included in the gross monthly household income

of the minor unless they are the parent of the ward. Other adults who live in the
home are not considered part of the "household" if their finances are separate (i.e. they

pay their own portion of the expenses). Also note that minors are eligible to receive
MediCAL in California regardless of their immigration status. Helping your client access



MediCAL will enable them to receive a fee waiver and to access important health
benefits.
- This means that most of our cases will qualify for a fee waiver through either option a or
b, if you have any questions on this matter, please don’t hesitate to reach out to the
guardianship pro bono coordinator.

Proposed Guardian Name: We want to make sure that the clients name matches up
with their usual signature.




